executive message I

As | gt down to write my firg
FOCUS message as President,
the excitement of Convention is
dill charging the air. Thanks and
congratulations to the staff,
Chairs, and Board of Directors
for an outstanding event — dl of
the delegates had smiles on their
faces throughout the weekend,
and an incredible amount of our
organization's business was
accomplishedin afew short days.

We have returned to our com-
munities energized, and it is
now time to begin to execute the
plans we have established for
the coming year. “Our Vison
for the Future” Women's
American ORT’s dtrategic plan,
will be the guiding doctrine by
which we make our decisions.

There are six major items by
which we will measure our
progress and success. With
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“Our Vision for the Future”
Women's American ORT will:

Focus on being a mission-cen-
tered membership organization
designed to maximize member
contributions to the ORT mis
sion, and demonstrate organiza-
tional commitment to members.

Optimize the financial power
of every dollar brought into
Women's American ORT
through integrated systems.
Shared strategies and structure
will support the strategic plan.

Secure new support from a
growing constituency (men
and women) and dynamic new
leadership.

Maintain its status and be rec-
ognized as the leader in direct-
ed giving for international
ORT programs.

Ensure that it is effectively
organized to exercise our over-
sight responsibility for U.S.
Operations.

Demonstrate definitive influ
ence in the global ORT com-
munity as an independent
member of World ORT.

Within each of these points we
are developing action agendas,
where we can evaluate — on an
ongoing basis — what has been
accomplished and what
deserves our attention.

When you consider sponsoring

We have returned to
our communities

energized...

an activity or an event, | ask
that you assess its value on the
basis of these goals. Does it
accomplish our objectives or
move usforward in any of these
areas? Will the organization
benefit from these activities or
does it diminish our aims?

At Convention, our new web site
was launched  (www.waort.org).
| encourageyouto useit. Thesite
has been completdly redesigned,
is very user friendly, and offers
al sorts of online resources for
our members. Please e-mail me
a clinch@waort.org to let me
know if there is any way we can
serve you better through the web
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gte. | will be posting regular mes-
sages on the latest ORT deveop-
ments. My first message address:
es the recent arson at the Jewish
school in Kazan in Tatarstan
where we have atechnology cen+
ter, and ORT's immediate

response.

In another organizational devel-
opment, the creation of zones
for the ADCs has brought great
excitement to our regiona and
local leaders, and the national
organization closer to you.

| am excited about these new ini-
tiatives and about working
together with you over the next
three years. | will continualy be
in touch through messages in
FOCUS!, The Reporter, and
ongoing updates on our web Site.

Caroal Linch

convention corner I

National President

Reflections on
Convention 200l

More than a year of volunteer
and staff collaboration went
into the planning  of
Convention 200I, and based on
the reviews received from
throughout the country, it was
time well spent! Which were
your “favorite moments?’

Meeting ORT students
Mickey Mogilevsky, Va
Furman and Sofia Safirsztein,
whose presence reminded us
why we're doing al that we do?

The presentations by World
ORT Director Genera Robert
Singer, ORT Israd Director
Gengrd Haim Ben-Ami, ORT
Operations USA  Director
Ephraim Buhks — where we
kvelled a how our efforts affect
the globa ORT program?

Thedegant-but-fun Saturday
evening ceremony featuring
the launch of the French-fla-
vored fund-raising campaign
benefitting ORT Montreuil and
the touching installation of the
Officers and National Board?

The classy Contributors
Dinner a the Yale Club, or the
wonderful Magjor  Gifts
Cocktaill Reception at the
Posters Please Gallery?

The WAO/AO-sponsored
Sunday Brunch With a View
featuring two articulate, fasci-
nating women of our time,
Rebecca Lieberman and the
Honorable Susan Molinari?

The ever-popular Table
Topics. Peer-led sessions on
successful events and tech-
niques used by chapters and
coordinating bodies that you
can now try with your own, and
Tools for Success Fund-raising
Mini-workshops?

The “new edition”
pORTraits — a photo review of
the last three years, filled with
congratulatory adsfrom all over
the country?

Many of you have told us that
they wereall your favorites. Gail
Verlin, Presdent of the Bay
Horizons Chapter, writes: “I
realy enjoyed attending the
Convention and now am begin-
ning to understand why people
are so strong about their commit-

ment to ORT. Hearing from so0
many people “live” brought
ORT to life for me even more so
than it has been over these 25
years. Being with other commit-
ted ORTists and hearing speak-
ers with my own ears made it
much more red to me. | made
sure| attended EVERY THING |
could that would teach me about
ORT, help our chapter grow, get
stronger and stay dive.”

And this is why we have
Conventions, and why we
encourage every areato send a
delegate!

Kay Freeman
Chair, Convention 200l

Visiting students
bring program to
life

The importance of the World
ORT program came dive in
many ways during Convention,
but none was more dramatic than
the personalized presentations
made during the Saturday morn-
ing plenary by three ORT Stu-
dents: Mickey M ogilevsky from
ORT Isradl, Sofia Safirsztein
from ORT Argenting, and
Valerie Furman, a graduate of
Bramson ORT College, and
chaired by Marcia Friedman
and Shdley Fage. Each of our
vigtors told of ther persona
experiences as ORT students,

Deadline for next
FOCUS! is Tues.,

September 4.




reflecting some of the ditinctions
of ORT in the different countries.
Mickey Mogilevsky is a 17-
year-old student at the ORT
Comprehensive High School in
Holon, where heisenrolled in an
accelerated degree program for
gifted students offered in con-
junction with Bar llan
University. Upon graduation, he
will have earned a college degree
in addition to a high school
diploma and be prepared to pur-
sue a master’s degree in physics
before fulfilling military service
obligations as an officer.

Sofia Safirsztein, also 17, will
complete her studies in
December at ORT Esceula
Numero 2 in Buenos Aires, a
school noted for its academic
excellence and advanced train-
ing, and plans to study architec-
ture and psychology in pursuit
of a professiona career.

Valerie Furman, an immigrant
from the former Soviet Union,
arived in the United States in
1992. As ameansto augment his
employment prospects, aswell as
ensure his family’s financial sta
bility, Mr. Furman enrolled at
Bramson ORT College in 1998,
graduating in 2000 with a degree
in computer technology. Through

assignment update

Bramson's job placement pro-
gram, Mr. Furman was able to
secure a position with Bell and
Howell as an eectromechanical
field engineer immediately after
graduating. Currently, he is
employed as a web designer and
quality assurances manager by
the online divison of Scholastic.
Each student’ s presentation was
enhanced by a broader profile of
the ORT programs in those coun-
triesand included: avideo presen-
tation on ORT lIsrad’s AVIV
Virtua School, acomputer- based
online ingructional program; a
more comprehensive description
of the ORT program in Argentina
delivered by Myriam
Schlossberg, Assistant to the
Director for Specia Projects; and
additional profiles of successful
graduates from the schools com-
prising ORT’ s U.S. Operations.
Following Convention, Mickey
and Sofia embarked on individ-
ual regiona tours to meet more
WAO members around the coun-
try and spread news of the ORT
programs growth and success.
Sofia charmed ORT audiencesin
Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, and
New Jersey, while Mickey spoke
a meetings and receptions in
Atlanta, Florida and Long Idand.

Sofia was accompanied by
Myriam Schlossberg and Mickey
by Gideon Goldstein, Director
of Telecommunications and
Assistant to the Director General
of ORT Isradl.
Alex Rosenberg
Director, Major Gifts, Florida

Congratulations,
graduates!

At the Saturday afternoon ple-
nary session, membersof PYLC
Class #6 and Protégée Class #3
were graduated.

National Mentoring Program
Class#3

Mentors— Protégées

Terry Azose — Lorraine Kaye
Cheryll Engel —Barb Goldenberg
Naomi Finger — Ann Baum
Marcia Friedman — Fern Oliphant
Susan Levine —Lynn Levy
Roz Vermut — Shari Naman
Rhonda Wolfson—Trudy Lythberg

President’s Young L eader ship
Council #6

Laura Abramson
Bonni Baron

Editor: Marlene Heller
mheller@waort.org

Asof July 31, our year-to-date assignment
income is $644,699, which is 9 percent of the
2001-02 annual assignment of $7,269,500.
Last year at thistime, our total fulfillment was
$349,461, which was 5 percent of the 2000-01
annual assignment of $7,377,500.

Assistant Editor: Amy Fiedel
afiedel@waort.org

Women’s American ORT
315 Park Ave. South
New York, NY 10010-3677

800.51.WAORT 212.505.7700
fax: 212.674.3057
Web site: www.waort.org

Office of the
Controller
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Shari Berman

Julie Epstein Blankenship
Julie Ewing

Nancy Kaufman

Gall Lanznar

Cindy Pitts

Special thanks to the outgo-
ing Chairs of both programs:
PYLC Chair Linda
Kirschbaum, Associate Chair
Ruth Rosenber g, and National

In order to take better advantage of Julia

Mentoring Program Chair Rita
Torf.

s et
August 1 dues
increase:
getting to the
heart of the matter
In 1980 the cost of afirst-class
postage stamp was $.15, a loaf
of bread would only set you

|

staff update

Barbara Adler

back $.48, and you could buy a
new car for $5,412.

1980 was aso the last time
that WAO increased its dues. It
IS no secret that the cost of liv-
ing has increased dramatically
in the past 20 years. Likewise
the cost of funding the ORT
program has also increased.

At Women's American ORT’s
Convention 2001, delegates
approved revisions to our

iIs Judy Siegd’s new

Chernyak’s skills and experience, Julia has
moved to the Y oung L eadership Department asits
new Associate Director, working under Rachel
Kossoff, Director of Y oung Leadership. Juliawill
focus on the Mid-Atlantic and Bay Area Y oung
Leadership initiatives to ensure that event objec-
tives are met, including fund raising and outreach.
She will aso assess the need for YL initiativesin
other areas, particularly in the northeast.

Stephen Shafer is the new Associate Director
of Marketing and Public Relations, working
with Roberta Zulawski, Acting Director of
Marketing, Communications and Public
Relations. Stephen assists Robertain all aspects
of internal and external marketing, including the
web site and promoting fund-raising initiatives.

Congratulations to Ruth Davidson on her pro-
motion to Administrative Secretary 1l. Ruth
now works full-time to provide support to
Randi Farber, Chief Operating Officer, and
Fran Pector, Associate Director of Finance.

Ronda Robbins has joined as the
Administrative Assistant to Michelle Passon in
the Michigan Region Office. Ronda previously
worked at a Jewish Community Center, where
she handled a variety of administrative and
member service functions.

Adminigrative Assstant in the Midwest Office.
For the past six years, Barbaraworked at National -
LouisUniversity inthe Advancement/Fundraising
Department, where she planned and coordinated
fund-raising events and managed various projects
within the department.

Jeff Cohen has joined the Nationa Office as our
new Member Services Coordinator, reporting to
his predecessor in that position, Specia Projects
Coordinator Tanea Hammond, and working jointly
with the L eadership Development Department and
the Meeting & Convention Planning Department.

Controller Suzanna Davidson has left WAO to
assume asimilar role at amajor nonprofit organi -
zation. Wethank her for her dedicated serviceand
wish her much success in her new endeavor.

Jennifer Kunin has stepped down from her full-
time position as Associate Director of Public
Relations as of Aug. 10 to devote more time to
her own business. She will continue her relation-
ship with us as aconsultant on acorporate dinner.

Abigail Alexander has completed her tempo-
rary position as a clerk in the Data Entry
Department. We thank her for her service and
wish her well.

Lauren Glaser,
Associate Director of Human Resources




bylaws, including increasing
the basic dues by $11 — to $36
—beginning August 1. Therec-
ommendation came from mem-
bers of the Bylaws Committee
who represented a cross-section
of our membership.

What doesan $11 increase add
up to, and why ? Simply put, the
expense of managing a quality
fund-raising program for educa-
tional and vocational training
hasincreased dramatically since
1980. To ensure that more of
every dollar raised for ORT
schools and projects around the
world goes to the program, we
must cover more of Women's
American ORT’ s overhead our-
selves. An $11 dues increase
amounts to just three cents per

Other members across the
country would like to know how
you have used The Visionaries
program. Please share the
details of gatherings, events,
and meetings where you’ve used
it, and we will print the results in
future issues of FOCUS! (see

page 7)

(Attach a separate sheet if necessary)

|
WAO web wanderings

www.waort.org — the new,
improved website of Women's
American ORT! Come Vvisit
and see al the new offerings!

www.socialaction.com — an
online Jewish community dedi-
cated to pursing justice, build-
ing community and repairing
the world.

www.kosherfinder.com — offers
restaurant, travel, recipe, and
consumer product databases.

www.microsoft.com/insider/int
ernet — Microsoft Insider
Internet Guide. From the basics

Chapter or Region name

of browsing theweb to the details
of banking online, this ste pro-
vides you with knowledge to
venture onto the Internet, explore
its vagt offerings, and make it
work for you.

www.adl.org/learn — Site of the
Anti-Defamation League.
Includes news on extremist
activities, archival information,
trends and analysis.

WWw.jewz.com —an online com-
munity offering articles and dis-
cussions on topicsincluding hol -
iday observance, parenting, life
cycle events, cuisine, and books.

Share your Success:
How have you used The Visionaries Program?

Contact person

Phone (day)
E-mall

(eve)

Type of event (i.e., chapter meeting, donor or honoree event, at-home

reception, new member lunch, etc.)

Using the space below, please give a genera description of what
took place, and the results, including how many people attended,

funds raised, new members, publicity secured, and any tips you'd

like to offer to other chapters.

Mail to: The Reporter, Women’s American ORT, 315 Park Ave. S., New York, NY 10010 or e-mail to mheller@waort.org
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day —lessthan the cost of astick
of gum. How can anyone say
that thisistoo much to spend in
support of the enormous mis-
sion of this organization?

As an ORT leader, it isup to
you to convey this message ver-
baly and through local newdet-
ters and correspondence. The
grength of ORT isin the gener-
ous spirit and strong commitment
our members fed for our mis-
son. It is our role to educate our
current membership — as well as
potentid members in our com-
munities—about the work we do,
and to make our own best gift to
ensure that the work continues,
and ask othersto do so aswell.

When we join the Automobile
Club of America or another such
organization, we join for the ben
efitsthey can providetous. When
wejoin Women'sAmerican ORT,
we join for the benefits we can
provide to others. Although we
do not know dl our students by
name, there are hundreds of thou-
sands of children and adults who
are thriving because of the power
of our dollars. The programs we
support are SO very necessary —
here in the U.S, Isradl, Odessa,
and throughout the world.

Ask yourself, what are the
lives of our ORT students
worth? Certainly, more than a
stick of gum a day.

ORT Shabbat 5762

In what isbecoming atradition,
ORT Shabbat is once again
scheduled for the third week-
end of November (16-17). A
d'var Torah on that week’ s por-
tion, Parshat Toldot, written by

Board Member and ORT
Shabbat Chair Haya Varon,
will be available in the fall.
Although the d'var Torah is
specific to the portion read on
that Shabbat, the section of the
speech that offers general ORT
information is useful for a pro-
gram held at any time. Keep us
informed of your area’s ORT
Shabbat plans. Contact Amy
Fiedel at the Nationa Office,
ext. 221, or afiedel @waort.org.

Computer lab
dedicated at
Miami day school

A new Technology Resource
Center for exclusve use by facul -
ty members was dedicated a the
Samuel Scheck Hille
Community Day School in North
Miami Beach in March.
Instructors can preview new soft-
ware for classoom ingtruction,
creste web pages, and conduct
training. Attendees at the ceremo-
ny included Carol Linch, Pepi
Dunay, Alice Herman, Parvene
Motamed, retired Director of
ORT Operations USA and former
Director of ORT Iran; and
Barbara Fefer, Char of the
Dedication Planning Committee.

California chapter
stages surprise for
veteran member

At the Fullerton/North Orange
County Chapter’s Installation
and Donor/Honor Roll /Life
Member Appreciation Luncheon
on June 25, 170 members sur-

prised Edith Goodman with a
specia Honorary Golden Circle
Pinin appreciation for all she has
accomplished.

Edith has served as Chapter
President 13 times, not neces-
sarily consecutively, over a
period of 37 years. Throughout
thelife of the chapter, Edith has
aso worked diligently as
Program Chairman and Fund
Raiser. She is active in her
community and is a past presi-
dent of Temple Beth Tikvah,
Fullerton.

young leadership I

Houston fund raiser
Is jewel of an event

While covering the fashion
beat for PaperCity Magazine
in Houston, ORTist Karen
Sommer Shalett had the
opportunity to have dinner
with jeweler David Yurman.
After hearing about the
humanitarian awards Y urman
had been passing out around
the country that month,
Sommer Shalett told him of
the ORT fund raiser she was
chairing for the B’Yachad
Chapter and dropped hints
about how exciting it would be
to have a Yurman original up
for bid in the silent auction. To
her surprise, not only was
Yurman familiar with ORT
and its mission, he said he was
certain that ORT was having
some kind of revival as that
was the third time he'd heard
people speak of the organiza-




tion that week. He donated a
$750 piece of jewelry, helping
to raise $13,000 for
B’Yachad’'s Shake, Rattle and
Bowl 2001 Bowling Ball.

visionaries I

Sharing Success:
chapters use The
Visionaries program

Eastern M assachusetts,

For our Visionariesprogram, the

Eastern Massachusetts Region
chose to honor two community
leaders as “Women of Vision’:
Nancy Kaufman, Executive
Director of the Jewish
Community Relations Council
of Greater Boston, and Shulamit
Reinharz, Professor of Sociology
a Brandeis University and
Founding Director of the
Hadassah International Research
I nstitute on Jewish Women. Both
women truly possess the imagi-
nation and foresight needed to
make a difference in the world
around them.

Our “Women of Vison” event
took place on May 2 a Temple
Beth Elohim in Welledey,
Mass., and had about 75 atter+
dees. The evening began with a
cocktail hour. Mogt of the food
was prepared by our members,
and children of members volun-
teered as servers. (We were
pleased when many guests asked
who the caterer was) Sandy
Salaman acted as our mistress of
ceremonies, and Co-chairs
Linda Magalnick and Marlene

Sheena did the welcome and
introduction. We screened the
short version of The Visonaries.

We used WAO cards as invi-
tations, and invited our mem-
bers as well as lists of people
provided by our honorees,
thereby attracting a number of
non-members. Much of the
event income came from adsin
our program book recognizing
the honorees.

There were pre- and post-event
articles in our two loca Jewish
papers, and ads were placed in
both papers as wdl. We plan to
follow up with two different let-
ters—to members and non- mem-
bers. While we didn’t raise a lot
of money (under $1000), we
needed the exposure in the com-
munity that this event accom-
plished. It dso was a boogt for
our own membership who saw it
as a podtive sep for us in the
community. We are going to
make both honorees members of
Women's American ORT, and
will ask them to join our commit-
tee next year when we sdect the
new honorees.

Linda Magalnick
Marlene Sheena

Michigan:

A Visonaries 2001 event jointly
hosted with the Detroit Chapter
of American ORT and honoring
WAO Michigan Region
Immediate Past President Andi
Wolfe, and her husband, Larry,
outgoing Presdent of the locd
JCC, raised $640,000 towards
the million-dollar campaign god.
The funds have been earmarked
for the Michigan ORT Resource

Center, which is in partnership
with the Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Detroit.

The May event was preceded
by a parlor meeting last fall at
which $350,000 was pledged.
This was then followed up with
two phon-a-thons, one asking
for pledges, and the other,
securing attendance at the
event. Event Chairs were
Harriet Jacobson and Robbie
Segel, and Honorary Chairs
were D. Dan and Betty Kahn.
Honorary Committee Chairs
(donations of $1,250 and
above) were the late
Ambassador David Hermelin
and Doreen Hermelin.

Dana Burnstein
President, Michigan Region

good & welfare I

congratulations to...

ADC Delcy Harber on the
marriage of her son, Norman,
to Beth Kirsner.

sincer e condolences to...

ADC Abbie Laderberg and
husband, Steven, on the pass-
ing of her father-in-law, Albert.

Board Member Patti Hershorin
on the untimely death of her 25-
year-old nephew, Tom Fleckner.
A memoria fund has been esta>
lished a the Atlanta Jewish
Federation. Contributions may be
sent to: Helen Keley, Jewish
Federation of Greater Atlanta,
1440 Spring . NW, Atlanta, GA
30309.
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The Hinden family on the loss
of longtime American ORT
member Henry Hinden. Mr.
Hinden served on the Board of
Directors, as aPast President of
their Chicago Chapter and Vice
Chair of Zarem/Golde.

Howard L ockshin on the pass-
ing of his mother, Jeanette, a
former Board Member.

Board Member Sandy
Salaman on the loss of her
mother, Lillian Manalis.

Arthur Kay on the passing of
his mother, Mimi Kay
Kazmirsky, a member of
Arlen House Chapter of the
Southeast Florida Region.

ACTION ALERT I

AIPAC (Americalsrael Public
Affairs Committee) asksthat we
e-mail Secretary of State Colin
Powell (secretary@state.gov)
urging him to hold Chairman
Arafat accountable for the
recent acts of terrorism. You can
make a difference!

WOMEN’'S AMERICAN ORT

FOCUS!

leadership matters
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Distributed to: Board of Directors, ADCs,
Resource Teams, Presidents of Chapters
and Coordinating Bodies, Chairs of
Bulletin, Marketing/PR, ORT Education,
Community Action, Mgjor Gifts, PYLC
1-7, Protégée Classes 1-3, Past Nationa
Presidents, Honorary Vice Presidents,
Past Executive Committee Members,
Professional Staff, Region offices,
American ORT, ORT Resale Shops.

STANDING
TOGETHER

SOLIDARITY RALLY

WITH THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL

% Sunday, September 23, 2001
\\ 1:00 pm, New York City

2nd Avenue @ 47th Street

ISRAELNOW

AND FOREVER

Join Women’s American ORT, a proud
co-sponsor of the solidarity rally, as we
gather in Manhattan to express our
solidarity with the people of Israel.

Call our Rally Hotline at 800.51.WAORT,
ext. 300, or use the coupon below and let
us know you want to stand with Israel on

Sept. 23. Give us your name and phone

number and you will be contacted with

information on how to join us.

Address
Daytime Phone (__ )

E-mail

Mail to: Solidarity Rally
Women’s American ORT
315 Park Ave. S., NY NY 10010




