
Some people hold dual citi-
zenship. I happen to hold
dual WAO membership – in

my hometown of Chicago, where I
joined more than 40 years ago, and
in my second home of Boca Raton,
Fla., where I’ve been active for the
past decade. Dividing my time
between these two cities – I spend
six months in each – allows me not
only to escape those brisk Chicago
winters, but to double my circle of
ORT acquaintances. I attend
events in both communities, which
are two of WAO’s largest, and
meet with local leaders.

This circle even extends to commu-
nity members whom I only know by
sight. When an issue of The Reporter
is published, I am pleasantly sur-
prised to receive positive comments
from people in the produce aisle –
they recognize me from my photo in
the President’s Message. 

Of course, Chicago and Palm
Beach County do not give me the
entire WAO picture. The only

opportunity I have to meet with
leaders from all around the coun-
try is at our Annual Meeting. Once
again, the meeting will be held in
Chicago, and I strongly encourage
you to attend – not just because
I’m partial to the location, but
because I think you’ll find the
weekend of July 26-27 inspira-

tional and educational (see Annual
Meeting article on p. 2 for event
details).

When you’re involved at the local
level, you sometimes forget the
scope of the organization. Coming
in contact with your colleagues
from around the country allows
you to exchange ideas and find out

what types of fund-raising initia-
tives they’ve successfully
employed. A highlight of the gath-
ering will be the launch of our
2003-04 campaign – the new pro-
jects we will support in Israel,
Russia and the United States. And
here’s where your local initiatives
have a global reach.

Speaking of the international, not
only do I attend functions and
meetings in my two home states, I
also participate in World ORT
meetings with representatives –
both lay leaders and educators –
from the operational countries. I’d
have to say that the highlight of
my meetings calendar this year
was January’s World ORT Board
of Directors Meeting in Eilat. I had
the opportunity to visit schools in
Israel, meet with students and fac-
ulty, and hear first-hand from the
country directors about their plans
and the often difficult challenges
they face. Visiting ORT Braude, I
had the pleasure of seeing Yoav
Nimron, who is completing his
studies this year. Yoav visited the
U.S. last spring, speaking at our
events in several states, and I met
him in Detroit. When he heard that
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I was going to be in Israel, he came
to greet me. 

A few months after my Israel trip,
I was in Geneva for the World ORT
Executive Committee Meeting,
where I was joined by Vice
President Dorene Berger (who
attended as a member of the World
ORT Control Commission) and
Treasurer Kay Freeman (who is
serving on the Preparatory
Committee for the 2004 World
ORT General Assembly). The
exciting news is that for the first
time, Women’s American ORT’s
National Convention will be held
in conjunction with World ORT’s
General Assembly (see ad below
and look for more information in
upcoming issues).

Back to the Executive Committee
Meeting, here’s a new development
that I think you’ll find quite inter-
esting: This fall, ORT will return to
Rome with a technology center in a
newly refurbished building across
from the city’s main synagogue.
Italy has a Jewish population of
35,000, with the majority concen-
trated in the capital. ORT has not
had a presence in Italy in many
years and is looking forward to
being of service to yet another
European Jewish community

Because of its expertise, ORT
France will assist Italy in launch-
ing adult courses in conjunction
with this new effort. This exempli-
fies one of the values of ORT –
people from around the world
share their experiences and con-
nect with each other.
“Connections” – that’s a theme

you’re going to hear often, begin-
ning with our Annual Meeting. I
hope to connect with you there.

I’d also like to take this opportuni-
ty to welcome Ina Green as
Interim Executive Director of
Women’s American ORT, effective
June 30, 2003. Ina joined WAO in
1975 as Executive Director of the
Mid-Atlantic States District, based
in Philadelphia. She has held var-
ied positions in fund development
and leadership development, most
recently, National Director of
Development. I have had the plea-
sure of working with Ina in differ-
ent capacities over the years and
look forward to working together
in her new role.

Carol Linch
National President
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Annual Meeting '03

Join us for a weekend of inspi-
ration, education and some
lively conversation

Saturday Evening:

Kick off the weekend and chat with
WAO leaders from around the coun-
try at a “Meet & Greet.” This infor-
mal get-together will be followed by
a “Real Time” Web Site Workshop
and Dinner, where you’ll learn about
developing a site for your area and
online fund raising.

Sunday:

Get an early start with our 2003-04
Project Launch (the programs we
will support in Israel, Russia and the
United States) and exciting, infor-
mative workshops that will augment
your fund-raising skills. Choose
from “Do Try This at Home: How to
ask for money and have fun in the
process,” “Identifying Prospects:
Designing a prospect management
system” or “Campaign
Performance: How to develop and
implement a local fund-raising cam-
paign plan that works.” 

At the Town Meeting, or business
portion of the meeting, you’ll hear
all about ORT’s worldwide
achievements during the past year
and receive WAO’s financial
update. Then head into the Annual
Meeting Luncheon with guest
speaker Rabbi Karyn Kedar,
Senior Rabbi, Congregation B’nai
Jehoshua Beth Elohim, a noted
author and lecturer. A highlight of
the afternoon will be the presenta-
tion of our Tikkun Olam Award to
Gail Greenspahn, a longtime
WAO supporter (Gail is a former
President of the Sandstone Chapter
and Chair of the Executive Board
of the Northern Illinois Region)
and Past President of the Women’s
Board, Jewish United Fund of
Metropolitan Chicago.

Return home a bit tired, but
mostly inspired.

For reservations and further infor-
mation, call our Annual Meeting
Hotline, 800.51.WAORT, ext. 340.

Make a personal connection with ORT.

Hundreds of students, educators and volunteers from around the world will gather in NYC
for the World ORT General Assembly, held for the first time in conjunction with 

WAO’s National Convention, April 30 - May 2, 2004. 
Mark you calendars and look for more information.



Fun, food, fashion

A wonderful time was had by all
who attended the Desert Suburban
Chapter’s 3rd Annual ORT Spa-tac-
ular on May 18 at the Canyon
Ranch Spa at the Venetian Hotel in
Las Vegas. A delicious brunch was
followed by a “spa-tacular” fashion
show with stunning designs by
Privilege shown off by our own
Desert Suburban models. Event
Chair and Co-chairs were
Stephanie Dias, Susie Goldstein
and Adrienne Miller, respectively.
Attendees also gained some valu-
able information from an exercise
physiologist, nutritionist, physical
therapist and salon aesthetician (the
chapter’s Stephanie Dias). The
event included a silent auction and
raffle, and Desert Suburban had a
most successful day, raising more
than $4,000.

Sharon Isenstein
ADC

Power of the palate
Perhaps nothing unites like food.
Students at the ORT school in

Tzrifin not only talk about peace,
they also cook for it. They have
dedicated their annual cooking pro-
ject to the culinary affinity between
Jews and Arabs. Menus were select-
ed in cooperation with chefs from
the Chefs for Peace association, an
organization of Jewish and Arab
chefs that promotes co-existence
through the culinary arts. The coop-
eration project is slated to continue
and expand during the coming
school year.

Where did I put my
#*%@ keys!

The key to moving ahead may well
be finding those keys in the first
place. A group of young entrepre-
neurs from the ORT Megadim
School in Karmiel recognized this
sage advice and locked into devel-
oping a detector for finding lost
key chains. When they recently
presented the device to companies
in a regional competition, a group
of Tel Aviv investors expressed
interest in the product and entered
into negotiations over the sale of
the rights.
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Postal prize

“Indifference Hurts,” a drawing by
ORT Kramim student Irina
Rogozinsky won a national art con-
test and will be reproduced on an
Israeli postage stamp.

From Atlantic to
Mediterranean
Students from the ORT Melton
lower secondary school in Bat Yam
have become acquainted with their
peers at a Long Island Jewish
school via e-mail. The new project,
“Near and Far,” cultivates ties
between Israel and the Diaspora. On
June 1, at the annual Salute to Israel
Parade in New York, the ORT flag
was raised, along with a flag pre-
pared by the Melton school,
stamped with palm prints as a sym-
bol of peace.

Physics student
among best on
continent

Yevgeny Yosepovsky, a student at
the ORT Afridar School in
Ashkelon, was awarded honorable

Editor: Amy Fiedel 
afiedel@waort.org

Women’s American ORT
250 Park Ave. South, Suite 600

New York, NY  10003-1402

800.51.WAORT  212.505.7700

Fax: 212.674.3057

Web site: www.waort.org

As of May 31, our 2002-03 assignment income
was $4,912,642, which is 72 percent of the annual
assignment of $6,779,500. Last year at this time,
our total fulfillment was $5,533,802, which was 77
percent of the 2001-02 annual assignment of
$7,159,000.

Finance Department

assignment update

Deadline for next Deadline for next FOCUS!FOCUS!
is Monday, August 10is Monday, August 10
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mention at the Asian Physics
Olympiad held in Thailand. He
was chosen to represent Israel after
defeating contenders from different
schools around the country.

Mini-Mission to
Bramson a major hit

The first Young Leadership-spon-
sored Mini-Mission to Bramson
ORT College on June 25-26 was a
raving success. It had a perfect
combination of inspiration, educa-
tion and plain old fun. Participants
on this multigenerational mission
enjoyed activities such as lunch at
the elegant Café Botanica at the
Essex House, a private tour at The
Jewish Museum and lunch at a real
New York landmark, Katz’s Deli.
Participants also attended the
Bramson ORT College graduation
and watched as nearly 175 students
earned their diplomas. Memorable
mezuzah dedications, a tour of the
school and presentations by
Bramson ORT students were also
part of the two-day program.

Mission participant Mandy

Weinbergof Philadelphia reflected,
“Attending graduation at Bramson
was so rewarding. It is wonderful to
have the opportunity to really touch
what it is we work so hard for. It
keeps me dedicated to the cause. If
only more of our members would
come and share the experience...”

Special thanks to our wonderful
committee: Co-chairs Susan
Clayman and Cindy Pitts.
Committee: Debbie Dubin, A.
Ruth Greenberg, Terri
Friedman, Carmen Levin and
Elaine Smith.

Stay tuned for details on next
year’s Mini-Mission.

Rachel K. Lobovsky
Director of Major Gifts 
and Young Leadership

Mazel Tov to…

National President Carol Linch
and her husband, Earl, on the
marriage of their son, Mark, to
Nancy Braun.

Vice President Patti Aaron on the
bat mitzvah of her daughter,
Amanda Jordan Aaron.

National Treasurer Kay Freeman
and her husband, Irwin, on the
birth of a granddaughter, Madeline
Jean Freeman, to Tracy and
Brian Freeman. Tracy is the
daughter of Long Island Region
Director Susan Pastreich and her
husband, Jim.

Honorary Vice President Barbara
Silver on the birth of a great-grand-
son, Moshe Tzvi. Parents are
Barbara’s grandson, Ari Silver,
and his wife, Netanya.

Honorary Vice President Marge
Kohrman on celebrating her
75th birthday. 

Dr. Henry and Miriam Pressman,
an Honorary Vice President, on the
graduations of three granddaughters:
Rachel from high school, Alissa
from Brandeis University and Julie
from Harvard Law School. The
Pressmans also celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary. 

D. Dan Kahn on receiving the
American Eagle Award for
Outstanding Effort on the Part
of an Individual, conferred by
the Industrial Supply
Manufacturers Association.

Rhoda Oif and her husband,
Buddy, on the marriage of their
son, David, to Maureen Lynch.

Retail Enterprises Co-chair Ruth
Hartman and her husband, Greg,
on the birth of Cole Asher.  

ACT II, our resale shop in
Newport News, Va., on being
named the runner-up in the Best
Consignment Store in Norfolk
“Best of” Contest. The store was
also voted “Best Consignment
Store” by the Hampton Roads
Monthly Magazine. Thanks to
Manager Karen Grey and hard
working Chairs Candy Familant
and Barbara Nachman.

Special thanks to…

ADC Lynn Leeb and her friend
and art conserver, Nicole
Francoeur, for tackling the formi-
dable task of adorning the bare,
white walls of the National Office’s
new home. The goal of the project,
nicknamed “The Beautification of 
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Distributed to: Board of Directors; Zone
Advisors; ADCs; Planned Giving Resource
Team; Major Gifts, Young Leadership &
Financial Management Specialists;
Presidents of Chapters and Coordinating
Bodies; Bulletin Chairs; PYLC 1-9; Protégée
Classes 1-4; Past National Presidents;
Honorary Vice Presidents; Staff.

FOCUS!
leadership matters

good & welfare

Questions? Questions? Concerns?Concerns?

Call WAO’s Call WAO’s 
Member Services Hotline,Member Services Hotline,
800.51.WAORT, ext. 267.800.51.WAORT, ext. 267.

leadership development



250 Park Avenue South,” was not
merely to decorate our office space,
but to display the many archival
items – certificates, photos,
posters, plaques, paintings – that
WAO has acquired over the years,
in a thoughtful and attractive man-
ner. Thanks also to staff members
Fran Pector and Ruth Davidson
for their assistance.

Get well to…

National Treasurer Kay Freeman,
recuperating after surgery.

Earl Linch, Carol’s husband,
recovering from surgery. 

Steven Linch, Carol’s son, recu-
perating from surgery.

Honorary Vice President Bea
Forest, on the mend from a fall.

Greater Sarasota Area Council
President Ann Baum, recovering
from surgery. 

National Lead Co-Advisor
Rhonda Wolfson, recuperating
from surgery.

Sincere condolences to…

Past National President and
Honorary President Gert White on
the loss of her husband, Sol. 

Roz Flegel, a member of the
Chicago Area Planned Giving
Committee, on the passing of her
husband, Jerry. 

Dee Goldstein on the loss of her
mother, Jeannette Vogel.  

Board Member Gerri Fish on
the passing of her mother,
Estelle Zeldin .

Board Member Terry Azose on
the loss of her grandmother,
Fanny Tatt.

The Dan family on the passing of
Howard Dan, a longtime contribu-
tor in the Chicago area. In June, the
campus of Zarem/Golde was dedi-
cated in memory of Howard’s wife,
Elaine, a devoted member for
many years. 

Honorary Vice President Marla
Levine on the tragic loss of her sis-
ter, Sharon Abramson, who was
killed in a car accident.

The Loevner family on the loss
of Doris Loevner, a member of
the Islandside Chapter and one of
the founding members of WAO
in Sarasota. 

The Storper family on the passing
of Helen Storper, President of the
Whisper Walk Chapter of the South
Palm Beach County Region.

It is with regret that I inform you of
the departure of the following staff
members:

Executive Director and Executive
Vice President Alice Herman. We
wish her well in all future endeavors. 

Controller Phyllis Reiss has
obtained a position as Chief
Financial Officer at another non-
profit. We wish her the best of luck
in her new position 

Chief Operating Officer Randi
Farber has joined another organi-
zation. We wish her much success
in her new role. 

We welcome the following
employees in their new positions:

Ina Green has been appointed
Interim Executive Director, effec-
tive June 30, 2003. She joined
WAO in 1975 as Executive
Director of the Mid-Atlantic States
District, based in Philadelphia, and
has held varied positions in fund
development and leadership devel-
opment, most recently, National
Director of Development. 

Shoshana Ben-Yoar is now the
Interim Director of Leadership
Development and Outreach, over-
seeing leadership development,
zone management, and marketing
and communications, including
direct mail. In addition, she will
continue to work on major gifts and
planned giving for the Atlanta
Region, where she will remain.

Fran Pector has advanced to
Director of Finance. 

We wish Ina, Shoshana and Fran
much success and satisfaction in
their new roles.

Lauren Glaser
Associate Director of 

Human Resources
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staff update
Committed For Life

Devote your life to 
educating for life

WAO Life Membership is
$500 and may be paid in 
two installments of $250

over two fiscal years.

For more information, call 
800.51.WAORT, ext. 267.

Call to Install

Seeking your latest creative
and motivational 

installation addresses 
to share with other areas. 

Please send them to 
Naomi Zeitman in the 

National Office via mail, e-mail
at nzeitman@waort.org or

fax, 212.674.3057.


